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religion was silently growing in Judea. "What could
have more astonished the most sagacious of the
Bomans, had it been told to them, or what could
have disgusted them more ? But in history, incre-
dible predictions have so often been accomplished,
so often has sagacity been mistaken, as to warrant
us, whenever we attempt to foretel the future, in
paying very little attention to the preferences or
repulsions of what are called enlightened and sensi-
ble men*